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Dr. Klingler has served as a role

model for community activities, coach-
ing baseball in the local recreation pro-
gram, volunteering at the Bergen Com-
munity Regional Blood Center, partici-
pating in the Environmental Commis-
sion Clean-Up Day, and chairing the
Franklin Lakes Juvenile Committee.
He encouraged his students to take an
active role in their community.

As one of his former students I was
directly influenced by his teaching and
leadership. I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank Dr. Klingler for his
years of service to all his students in
Franklin Lakes. He will be dearly
missed, but I am certain that the val-
ues he instilled in his students will live
on.∑
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TRIBUTE TO ST. PHILOMENA
SCHOOL: 1999 U.S. DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION BLUE RIBBON
SCHOOL

∑ Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the achievement of
St. Philomena School of Portsmouth,
Rhode Island, which was recently hon-
ored as a U.S. Department of Edu-
cation Blue Ribbon School.

It is a highly regarded distinction to
be named a Blue Ribbon School.
Through an intensive selection process
beginning at the state level and con-
tinuing through a federal Review Panel
of 100 top educators, 266 of the very
best public and private schools in the
nation were identified as deserving this
special recognition. These schools are
particularly effective in meeting local,
state, and national goals. However,
this honor signifies not just who is
best, but what works in educating to-
day’s children.

Now, more than ever, it is important
that we make every effort to reach out
to students, that we truly engage and
challenge them, and that we make
their education come alive. That is
what St. Philomena School is doing.
St. Philomena is a kindergarten
through eighth grade school that em-
phasizes student achievement.

Since opening in 1953, much has
changed for St. Philomena. For a brief
time, it offered a comprehensive edu-
cation from elementary through high
school. But since the late 1960s, St.
Philomena has focused exclusively on
elementary education, and its students
have benefitted from this wise deci-
sion. While the school has grown in
size—adding four new buildings to its
facilities, its administration and fac-
ulty have taken a personalized ap-
proach to each student’s education.

Mr. President, St. Philomena is dedi-
cated to the highest standards. It is a
school committed to a process of con-
tinuous improvement not only for stu-
dents but for teachers as well. Indeed,
St. Philomena’s teachers hone their
skills as educators by continuously
pursuing educational opportunities of
their own.

Mr. President, the Blue Ribbon
School initiative shows us the very

best we can do for students and the
techniques that can be replicated in
other schools to help all students suc-
ceed. I am proud to say that in Rhode
Island we can look to a school like St.
Philomena. Under the leadership of its
principal, Sister Ann Marie Walsh, its
capable faculty, and its involved par-
ents, St. Philomena School will con-
tinue to be a shining example for years
to come.∑

f

TRIBUTE TO MAJ. GEN. DAVID W.
GAY

∑Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise today
to pay tribute to Major General David
W. Gay, the Adjutant General of the
Connecticut National Guard. General
Gay will retire on June 1st, so this is
an appropriate time to recognize his
nearly 40 years of service to the Na-
tional Guard and to recount his
achievements during his seven years as
head of Connecticut’s Guard forces.

Members of General Gay’s Air Na-
tional Guard component—the 103rd Air
Control Squadron—will soon travel
from Orange, Connecticut to Italy in
support of NATO operations in Kosovo.
Like the nearly 5,000 National Guard
members throughout the nation who
have answered the call and are now
overseas supporting the NATO mission,
those men and women from Orange
were engaged in their normal day-to-
day lives one week and found them-
selves working in a massive, full-time
military operation the next week. Such
a scenario is not uncommon in the Na-
tional Guard. Whether it is a military
operation, a natural disaster, or civil
unrest, our citizen soldiers in the
Guard stand ready to put aside their
private lives and report to their duty
station, be it at home or abroad.

General Gay has dedicated his career
to serving this country with a willing-
ness to be called upon at any time to
defend this nation and our way of life.
He began his military service as a Ma-
rine in 1953. In 1960, he enlisted as a
full-time member of the Connecticut
National Guard, and, in 1962, he re-
ceived his commission as a Second
Lieutenant. His steady rise through
the ranks led to command assignments
in the Connecticut National Guard’s
artillery and infantry branches. In 1992,
General Gay was appointed Adjutant
General of the Connecticut National
Guard, a position he has now held for
seven years. During his career, the
General earned two of the most pres-
tigious awards this nation gives to its
military officers—the Legion of Merit
and the National Guard Bureau’s Eagle
Award.

Beyond his duties as Adjutant Gen-
eral, ranking member of the Governor’s
Military Staff and commissioner of the
State Military Department, General
Gay has committed himself and his
troops to taking positive action to im-
prove the communities of Connecticut.
Most noteworthy are the host of youth
programs that began under General
Gay’s tenure. Many of them are a part

of the Drug Demand Reduction Pro-
gram which brings National Guard per-
sonnel into the community to serve as
role models for children, to encourage
youth to excel in school, and to con-
vince kids to avoid drugs. The various
and ingenious offshoots of the program,
including Take Charge, Character
Counts Coalition, Safeguard Retreat,
Aviation Role Models for Youth, and
Say ‘‘Nay’’ To Drugs have swept the
state. Last year alone, under General
Gay’s able leadership, those programs
touched nearly 20,000 children in 88
towns across Connecticut.

Furthermore, General Gay serves as
president of the Nutmeg State Games
which feature Connecticut’s finest
young amateur athletes. Beyond his
own time, he has committed the re-
sources of the Guard to support the
Games thereby enhancing the experi-
ence for athletes and spectators alike.
Just as important, the General has pro-
moted an excellent working relation-
ship between the Guard and Connecti-
cut’s employers through the ESGR, or
Employer Support of the Guard and
Reserve. When personnel may be called
upon in times of crisis to leave their
jobs for months on end, strong bonds
with affected employers are critical.
The General has made it a priority to
strengthen those bonds. Additionally,
to assist federal and state agencies in
training personnel, he initiated the
Community Learning and Information
Network which allows employees of
such agencies to take advantage of the
Guard’s computer distance learning
tools. Over the years, the Network
classes have enabled numerous employ-
ees to acquire the desired training at
minimal cost to government agencies.

General Gay’s commitment to the
community has been recognized by sev-
eral awards and accolades, a Leader-
ship Award from Eastern Connecticut
State University and a Character
Counts Centers of Influence Award top
the list. I have deeply enjoyed working
with the General over the past several
years and look forward to continuing
our relationship as he becomes the
Chair of Connecticut’s Y2K task force.
I also give my best wishes to his wife,
Nancy, and their three children, David,
Jennifer, and Stephen.∑
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TRIBUTE TO JAMES K.
KALLSTROM

∑ Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I want to
say a few words today about a man who
is one of America’s finest civil servants
and a man who I am proud to call a
friend, Jim Kallstrom.

Jim Kallstrom had an illustrious ca-
reer with the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation (‘‘FBI’’), one in which he
played a major role in building up the
Bureau’s counter-terrorism capabili-
ties. Jim Kallstrom led the successful
FBI investigations into the World
Trade Center bombing and the intended
bombing of the Lincoln Tunnel. Those
investigations broke the back of one of
the most violent terrorist groups ever
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